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Inspection of Child-minding Standards
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Standard 1 Suitable Person
What the inspector looks for

your certificates of approved training or qualifications including first aid;

proof of your identity (at registration);

your procedures for employing an assistant or co-childminder (where applicable);

other people who live or work in your household; and

any changes to your circumstances since the last inspection.

Inspectors will talk to you during the registration visit to assess your suitability to provide day care.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you and any assistant you employ have relevant and approved training, qualifications and experience;

you have suitable arrangements to protect children from persons who are not vetted;

your procedures for appointing an assistant are effective.

Standard 2 Organisation

What the inspector looks for

where and how details about any assistant are stored;

the way you record attendance for the children you look after.

A comparison of child ratios from actual to those on registration document
The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you make good use of your space and other resources so that children are well cared for and supported during their time with you;

required adult to child ratios are maintained;

the numbers of children you are looking after have sufficient adult support to feel secure and confident; and your daily record of attendance is accurate and kept up to date.

Standard 3 Care, Learning and Play

What the inspector looks for

the way you decide on and organise your activities;

A comparison against Early Learning Goals

how you help children to develop through the toys and activities that you provide;

how you help funded children make progress towards the early learning goals, if you are an accredited member of an approved childminding network.

The inspector makes judgements on the extent to which:

your provision meets the needs of all children you care for and helps them to progress in all areas of development;

children are:

– involved in a broad range of activities which support their language, mathematical thinking and imagination;

– making decisions about their play and learning as they choose from a range of activities;

– engaged in activities where they can explore and investigate;

– able to relate to other children and adults;

– involved, interested and enjoying their play.

you, and any assistant you employ, are:

– interested in what children do and say;

– talking with and listening to children;

– asking questions which make children think;

– responding to children’s interests;

– praising and encouraging children;

· providing an interesting and stimulating balance of activities, allowing for active play and relaxing activities.

Standard 4 Physical Environment

What the inspector looks for

the rooms that children have access to;

how you organise your space;

your access to a telephone;

toilet facilities and arrangements for nappy changing (where applicable);

your kitchen;

a copy of Notification to Ofsted regarding your planning permission or proposed changes (if applicable);

your outdoor area and the arrangements you have for children to go outside.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

the environment is welcoming for children and parents;

premises are clean, well maintained and the temperature is appropriate;

space is used appropriately and creatively, including any outdoor play space.

Standard 5 Equipment

What the inspector looks for

how you make sure that your furniture, toys and equipment are safe.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you have enough toys, furniture and equipment to ensure children are comfortable and can play and eat together;

these items are safe and in good condition;

toys, furniture and equipment meet the needs of all children;

your use of toys, equipment and materials provides a balanced range of activities that promote children’s development and learning in all areas;

children can reach their toys and equipment easily and sit or lie comfortably to play and join in activities;

toys and equipment are stimulating, fun, interesting and provide sufficient challenge;

children are interested in and want to play with what is available; and toys and play materials promote equality of opportunity.

Standard 6 Safety

What the inspector looks for

The promotion of safety and precautions that are taken:

your plans for fire safety and emergency evacuation;

the safety and security of your home and outdoor area;

your smoke alarm(s) and fire blanket;

any Fire Safety Officer’s Recommendations;

arrival and departure procedures
the use of and arrangements for toilet activities
your arrangements for outings;

records for any vehicles and drivers;

public liability insurance certificate.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

Children are within sight or hearing at all times;

you are aware of potential hazards and are able to reduce risks both inside and outdoors;

you make sure children are safe indoors, outdoors on outings and transferring between these situations;

arrangements for arrival and departure;
you comply with fire safety recommendations;

sleeping children are protected both during the day and overnight (where applicable);

your appliances conform to safety requirements; and you keep the premises secure and have effective systems for the safe arrival and collection of children.
Your arrangements for alerting emergency services;

That exits and emergency routes are never blocked
Standard 7 Health

What the inspector looks for

accident records;

medication or emergency treatment consent forms;

medication records;

your first aid box;

your arrangements for sick children;

written agreements concerning smoking.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you are active in promoting good hygiene;

your arrangements for first aid and administering medicine meet requirements;

you duplicate records of an accident nature for children attending pre-school, nursery or schools
your arrangements for looking after pets (where applicable) are hygienic and keep children safe;

your arrangements for sick children protect children in your care from illness and infection;

you act in children’s best interest if they are ill;

that smoking is prohibited in the presence of children;
children are protected from the adverse effects of smoking (where applicable).

Standard 8 Food and Drink

What the inspector looks for

records indicating children’s dietary needs;

your arrangements for providing food and drink;

how you find out about and meet children’s dietary needs;

arrangements where parents provide food and drink for children.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

drinks are provided regularly, especially where children are unable to ask for one;

you are aware of times when children need to drink, for example after physical play;

you are aware of children with special dietary needs, and these needs are sensitively cared for;

if snacks and meals are provided, these are healthy and nutritious.

Standard 9 Equal Opportunities

What the inspector looks for

children’s records;

how you find out about children’s specific needs;

what you understand by equality of opportunity.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you take account of children’s individual needs whilst treating them with equal concern;

all children have access to appropriate toys and equipment;

resources are used which reflect positive images of culture, gender and disability.

Standard 10 Special Needs (including special education needs and disabilities)

What the inspector looks for

children’s records;

your arrangements for caring for children with special needs;

how you share information about your provision for children with special needs with parents.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

your arrangements ensure privacy when required;

you work with parents and others to provide any special services required;

all children are being valued, included and their individual needs are met;

special equipment is available if and when required;
risk factors for specific cases are considered;
you have regard for the Code of Practice (1994) for the identification and assessment of Special Educational Needs (if you are an accredited member of an approved childminder network).

Standard 11 Behaviour

What the inspector looks for

The management of childrens’ behaviour without verbal or physical punishment;
Evidence that threats of violence or physical punishment such as shaking or smacking are totally excluded;
records of significant incidents;

how you inform parents about the methods you use to manage behaviour;

any written arrangements you have with parents.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

your methods for dealing with behaviour are sensitive, appropriate and take into account

children’s level of understanding and maturity;

you are consistent in your approach to behaviour;

good behaviour is valued and encouraged.
That appropriate restraint is only used positively for protection, safety and well-being;
Standard 12 Working in Partnership with Parents and Carers

What the inspector looks for

the information you give to parents about your routines and childcare practice, including

any policies and procedures;

written agreements with parents;

records of parents’ details;

children’s records;

records of any complaints.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you make sure you are looking after children according to parents’ wishes;

your procedures for keeping parents informed about what you offer and about their children;

you ensure confidentiality is maintained;

you make sure children are only collected by authorised people.

Inspectors will also take account of parental views expressed to OFSTED.

Standard 13 Child Protection

What the inspector looks for

Policy and practice regarding Child Protection including abuse and neglect

children’s records.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

you have a working knowledge of what child abuse and neglect means, and know possible signs of abuse or neglect;

you know what to do if you suspect a child in your care is being abused (ACPC procedures);

you know what to do if any allegations of abuse are made about you or other people who have access to a child while the child is in your care;

you have dealt with any child protection concerns you have encountered.
Allegations made against you have been reported to your local Social Services Department and Ofsted regional centre without delay;
Standard 14 Documentation

What the inspector looks for

the documents that you keep;

where and how long documents are kept;

whether you have notified OFSTED of changes to your circumstances.

The inspector bases judgements on the extent to which:

records are accessible, stored securely and confidentiality is maintained;

your arrangements for sharing records with parents keep them well informed about their child’s progress.

That relevant details of children and parents are kept;
A daily register is recorded;

Accidents are recorded;

Medicine and medicinal records are recorded
Annex A Babies and Children Under 2

What the inspector looks for

If you care for children under 2, the inspector will make judgements about how their needs are met under each of the relevant standards.

Annex B Overnight Care

What the inspector looks for

If you care for children overnight the inspector will make judgements about how their needs are met under each of the relevant standards.

Amended March 2004 using revised document HMI 2089, February 2004

